
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



286 THE BIBLICAL WORLD 

than the love of country ? What effect would such considerations have upon the 
continuance of war ? 

Thirty-first day. — Present value of this group of prophets. Noting the preva- 
lence of national over ethical, social, and religious concern in these prophets, are 
they to be counted as of the same value as Amos, Isaiah, and Micah ? How far is 
it probable that they expressed the spirit of the prophets just named ? How far 
would Jesus approve of the spirit of these books ? Would you call Jesus a national- 
ist in any sense ? Would you think of him as a patriot ? In what way would the 
prevalence of his ideas prevent international jealousy and war ? Is America for- 
tunately situated to interpret to the other nations the ethics of Jesus on this 
theme ? 

SUGGESTIONS TO LEADERS OF CLASSES 
USING THE FOREGOING COURSE 



BY GEORGIA L. CHAMBERLIN 



INTRODUCTORY 

In the study of the prophets which will form the basis of our work for the pres- 
ent month, it will be necessary to guard the group against the prevalent feeling 
that whatever is in the Bible is good just because it is there. At least two of the 
prophets whose speeches we are to study were consumed with wrath — righteous per- 
haps, but quite as disastrous to the spiritual quality of the men who spoke as to 
their hearers. It would not be fair in a study of the Hebrew prophets, however, 
to omit these books, for the men who spoke these wrathful words represented the 
Hebrew people more truly than the prophets of social justice and pure religion. It 
will be seen, however, that the preparation of programs upon such a group of books 
as these is more difficult than in the case of those books where there are many 
events and striking occasions to be discussed. Perhaps the strongest lessons which 
can be drawn from Old Testament prophecy in this group are those of the culti- 
vation of high ideals of international relationships, of the impossibility of a nation 
living in isolation, and of the constant passing back and forth of influences which 
change and develop the character of a nation. 

PROGRAM I 

i. The Scythian invasion and a review of Jeremiah's message to Judah at that 
time. 2. Zephaniah and his message in the same crisis. 3. The "day of Jehovah" 
as depicted by the prophets before the exile. 4. Zephaniah's philosophy of the 
nations surrounding Judah. 

Discussion: If the Jews had been less exclusive religiously, would they have 
had a larger influence on the world in ancient as well as modern times ? 

PROGRAM 11 

A series of speeches from the prophetic books, by members of the club, in 
each case preceded by a statement of the historical background which makes the 
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message clear. Some groups may think it worth while to give these speeches in 
costume and so render them more effective. 

i. Amos 5:18-27, "A nation shall crush you." 2. Hosea 11:1-7, "The 
strength of Jehovah's love." 3. Isa. 9:8 — 10:4; 5:26-30. "Your pride shall be 
humbled." 4. Jeremiah 6:16-26, "The destroyer at hand." 5. Nahum, 
chaps. 2, 3, "The enemy shall fall." 6. The story of the fall of Nineveh. 

Discussion: What would the Jews naturally think about the relation of 
Jehovah to the fall of Nineveh and their own future ? 

program m 

1. The prophet Habakkuk and his question. 2. The answer which satisfied 
him. 3. Reasons why such an answer does not satisfy us today. 

Discussion: Can we hold God responsible for the wars of the world? 

PROGRAM IV 

1. Class exercise: a paraphrasing of the books of Obadiah and Nahum. 2. The 
use of psalms by the prophets. 3. Do the representations of the prophets in 
Sargent's frieze of the prophets sympathetically portray them as our studies 
depict them? (Prints may be obtained from the University of Chicago Press 
for 5 cents each.) 

Discussion: Does cursing another nation help one's own ? 

REVIEW QUESTIONS 

1. What prophets were the interpreters of the Scythian invasion to the people 
of Judah ? 

2. How did Zephaniah interpret it ? 

3. What does he mean by the "Day of Jehovah" ? 

4. State some of the differences between the Day of Jehovah as pictured by 
Zephaniah and the "Judgment Day" of Jesus. 

5. What nations were to suffer in this visitation of Jehovah ? 

6. In what ways does chap. 3 differ from the earlier portion ? How may we 
account for this difference ? 

7. What do we know about Nahum personally ? 

8. What is the purpose of his book ? 

9. What had been the relation of Nineveh (the capital of Assyria) to Israel 
and Judah ? 

10. When did Nineveh actually fall and through what power ? 

n. What was the general thought of the prophets as to the reason for Israel's 
calamities ? 

12. To what great question made by Habakkuk and shared by the faithful 
in Judah did continuous triumph of their enemies give rise ? 

13. What was Habakkuk's answer to the question? 

14. What do you think of it as a message of comfort ? Can we give a better 
answer today ? If so, what is it ? 

15. Who were theEdomites and what had been their relation to the Hebrews ? 

16. What do you think of Obadiah as a prophet (speaker for God) ? 
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17. For what reason do you suppose that such extensive portions of the 
sermons of Isaiah and Jeremiah have survived while we have only brief scraps 
from the prophets considered this month ? 

18. Jesus was a student of the prophets. From which of those that you know 
would he receive most inspiration ? 

19. Can a nation live up to his highest ideal, unless other nations do the 
same ? Why ? or How ? 

20. Is national or international spirit the higher? Why? What dangers 
are there in this answer ? 

REFERENCE READING 

General: Henry Preserved Smith, Old Testament History; Kent, The History 
of the Hebrews, The Historical Bible; Ottley, Short History of the Hebrews; Wade, 
Old Testament History; Smith, The Prophet and His Problems; Smith, The Book 
of the Twelve Prophets; Chamberlin, The Hebrew Prophets. 

Special: Kirkpatrick, The Doctrine of the Prophets, chaps, ii, viii, ix, x; Good- 
speed, Assyrian and Babylonian History, Part IV, chap, i; Driver, Introduction 
to the Literature of the Old Testament, pp. 318-21, 334-44; Schenck, Oratory and 
Poetry of the Bible, chap, vi; Fowler, History of the Literature of Ancient Israel, 
chaps, xiii, xv; Duff, The Theology and Ethics of the Hebrews, chaps, iii, v; "Cen- 
tury Bible," Minor Prophets, Vols. I, II; Hastings, Dictionary of the Bible, 
articles on "Nahum," "Zephaniah," "Habakkuk," "Nineveh," "Edom," "Judah," 
"Babylonia," "Assyria" (see also Historical Chart). 



[The next study will present Isaiah, chaps. 40-55 and Ezekiel, prophets of 
evangelism.] 



